
Richa Chadha,who is gear-
ing up for the upcoming
seriesHeeramandi: The
Diamond Bazaar, revealed

how she delved into the iconic
performances of legendary ac-
torMeena Kumari to craft her
character.

Chadha,who essays the role of
Lajjo, a courtesanwith a cap-
tivating persona, shared that
she found inspiration in Meena
Kumari’s portrayal of Shahibjaan
in the timeless classic, Pakeezah.

“Carefully observing, learning
fromand taking lessons fromMee-
naKumariji’s character inPakeezah
wasa truly enriching anddeeply
transforming experience forme,
aheadof shooting forHeeramandi.
In themoviePaakezah,Meena
Kumari’s characterhas a certain
tragic depth and complexity that
resonatedwith Lajjo, the character
that I play in the show. Iworked
on the voice anddiction,while
studyingMeenaji’swork, to the
point of imitation sometimes. I felt
like Iwaswalking in the footsteps
ofa cinematic legend, and itwas
anhonour to pay tribute toMeena
Kumariji throughmyportrayal of
Lajjo,” she said in a statement.

Set against the backdrop of

the Indian freedom struggle of
the 1940s,Heeramandi: The Dia-
mond Bazaarpromises to be an
epic saga of love, power, revenge,
and freedom.

Bhansali Productions shared
the trailer on their official
Instagram handle. The caption

reads, “In the glittering, regal
halls of Shahi Mahal, romance
and revolution clash in silence ...
Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s sweeping
saga of love, loss and liberation —
Heeramandi: The Diamond Bazaar.
Trailer out now!”

The intriguing trailer show-

cases the lives of courtesans in
Heeramandi, Lahore, British India.
Outside, the city is rollingwith
revolutionaries seeking India’s in-
dependence fromBritish domina-
tion,withMallikajaan’s daughter,
Bibbojaan (Aditi RaoHydari), join-
ing the struggle for freedom. —ANI
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Hannah Gutierrez, the chiefweapons han-
dler for theWesternmovie Rust, was sen-
tenced to 18months in prison in the death of
cinematographer Halyna Hutchins, whowas
shot when actorAlec Baldwinwas handling
a gun during the film’s production in 2021.

In March, Gutierrez, 27, was found guilty
of involuntary manslaughter for mistakenly
loading a live round into a revolver Bald-
win was using on a Santa Fe, NewMexico,
movie set.

“You alone turned a safe weapon into a
lethal weapon,” JudgeMaryMarlowe Som-
mer told Gutierrez as she handed down the
sentence.

In video calls and the courtroom during
the hearing, Hutchins’ friends from the film
industry paid tribute to her creativity and
kindness. They also lambasted Gutierrez’s
breaches in firearms safety protocol.

“I struggle to deal with this repeatedly be-
ing called an accident, because it was not an
accident, it was negligence,” said JenWhite,
a film industry colleague.

The shooting, which stunned Hollywood,
is believed to be the first time inmodern
times that amember of a film crew or cast
was killed by a live round accidentally loaded
into a gun.

Baldwin’s trial is set for July 10 after a
grand jury indicted him on a charge of invol-
untarymanslaughter in January. —Reuters

‘Rust’ armourer
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months in fatal
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Hannah Gutierrez, the
former armourer at
the movie Rust, wipes
her tears during her
sentencing.

Richa Chadha took
lessons from Meena
Kumari’s character (left)
for her role in Heeramandi:
The Diamond Bazaar
(above left).
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